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321 001 - George Hawley - Religion and American Politics - MWF 1-150
Many of the most contentious issues in American politics – abortion, same-sex marriage, education, and even foreign policy – are connected to religious beliefs and identities. This course examines the intersection of religion and U.S. politics, both historically and in the present day.

321-003 Joseph Smith Constitutional Law Free Speech - TR 12:30-1:45
This course will examine freedom of expression from philosophical, legal, and political perspectives.  We will discuss and evaluate philosophical arguments for protecting freedom of expression, and arguments for regulating expression. The largest section of the course will review the U.S. Supreme Court’s interpretations of the First Amendment’s freedom of speech provision. We will also investigate contemporary issues related to freedom of expression.

321-009 - Alessandro Del Ponte - Morality Politics and Policy - TR 2-3:15
How much should the rich be taxed? Should governments prioritize spending on social security or education? Many decisions in politics and public policy are not just a matter of economics but also of morality. Other political issues are readily associated with morality, such as abortion or the death penalty. This course will draw from moral psychology to analyze the moral dilemmas that policymakers face and the political strife surrounding moral issues in politics. We will study what makes an issue “moral”, why moral issues are difficult to solve, and how these concepts apply to American and global politics.

421-001 – Elif Kayalcioglu - Humanitarianism - TR 11-12:15
Humanitarianism has been defined, most broadly, as saving strangers. And yet, the caravans of migrants trying to cross Latin America towards safety and the boats carrying asylum seekers from the Middle East to Europe are intercepted and turned away, often before they even make it to the borders. Those who cross borders regularly find themselves in under-resourced refugee camps. What is the duty of humanitarianism to strangers fleeing war, violence and other extreme hardship? And why is the international community failing that duty? In seeking to answer these questions, the class will begin with the history of humanitarianism, its moral and ethical grounds, and its codification in international law. It will analyze concrete practices of humanitarianism, focusing on cases of failed and successful interventions and the efforts of humanitarian actors such as Doctors without Borders.

421-003 – Elif Kayalcioglu - International Orders - TR 2-3:15
Russia's attack on Ukraine has once again put the future of the "rules-based international-order" or as others call it "the liberal international order" into question.  But, what is an international order? And what is the liberal international order? Have there been other international orders in the past? Lastly, if the liberal international order is collapsing, what might come after it? 

In discussing these questions, the class will: 1) Introduce students to IR debates on international orders 2) Engage with the recent discussions on the future of the liberal international order 3) Learn about historical orders like the Sinocentric order and the European imperial order and 4) Explore other imaginations, like visions of postcolonial orders.  
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