PSC 321 and PSC 421 Courses

Summer 2022

Summer Interim May 9th to May 27th	

PSC 321-001 Voting and participation, Dr. Davis, 1-3:30 TH 353 
Investigates what motivates people to engage in politics. In the first part of the course, students investigate questions like “What makes people vote?" and “Why do citizens participate in protests?" In the second part of the course, students will explore why individuals vote for certain candidates over others. Taken together, students will leave PSC321 with a better appreciation for why citizens bear the costs to get involved in the messy work of politics. 
 PSC 321- 901 Diplomatic Simulations, Dr. DeRouen, online 
An introduction to diplomacy and international relations using an interactive computer simulation. The simulation facilitates active learning as students are broken into teams, create their own countries, and make foreign policy decisions that characterize real world politics.
- Not required to be on campus at any time during course  - 3 credit hours; no prerequisites  - Counts as upper-level International Studies Field elective and upper-level PSC elective, among others. 
The Statecraft account costs $35. There are no books to buy. Register and pay for the course as you would for Summer 2022 courses. Contact the Registrar’s Office (348-2020) with any questions about tuition and registration. The online final exam will be on May 27, 2022, 5:00-6:30 pm and students are required to take the exam on that day unless an approved excuse is provided. THIS COURSE REQUIRES A DAILY, RELIABLE INTERNET CONNECTION.   
PSC 361-001 Fiscal Policy & Budget, Dr. Park, Online
 
Fiscal policies and budgets are an indispensable part of the operation of government, so they significantly affect our society. We, therefore, should have a clear understanding of fiscal policy and budget issues as prospective public officials as well as citizens/taxpayers. This course is designed to provide undergraduate students with an overview of government fiscal policies and budgets. In this course, a particular focus will be on understanding the concept and context of fiscal policy and budget, discussing related theoretical and practical issues, and examining the problems and challenges facing decision-makers, public administrators, and other governmental actors in the U.S. This course includes but is not limited to the following topics: the definition of fiscal policy and budget, the budget process (the budget cycle), federal, state, and local revenues, federal, state, and local expenditures, and governmental fiscal sustainability. Students will be encouraged to demonstrate their understanding of the fiscal policy and budget issues covered in the course. Students will also have several chances to develop and share their critical thinking on public budgeting and government fiscal policy. 
 
This is an online-all instruction course (three credit hours; no prerequisite). No textbook is required; all required/recommended readings will be made available via Blackboard. The instructor will provide a lecture video and slides each week.

PSC 370- 001 American Public Policy, Dr. Fording, Online 
This course is required for the Public Policy minor and counts as an upper-level elective for Political Science majors and minors. This course provides a broad overview of public policy in the United States. In addition to learning about the policy process and policy analysis, we will examine the historical context and contemporary status of several policy issues (e.g., education, health, welfare, criminal justice, environment, and more). This course is offered as an asynchronous online course (i.e. no live lectures) during the May interim session. 
 
 
PSC 464:001 The Politics of Health Policy, Dr. Patton, Online
 
This course counts as an upper-level elective for Political Science majors and minors. It is also an elective for students minoring in Interdisciplinary Medical Studies through the McCollough Institute for Pre-Medical Scholars. We examine health policies such as Medicare, Medicaid, and the Affordable Care Act with special attention to the role federal and state politics played in their adoption and evolution over the years. Why does the US spend more on healthcare than our peer countries, have worse health outcomes, and have more uninsured people? We explore this question in detail by examining the healthcare systems of our peer countries compared to the US system. We also focus heavily on health disparities in the United States. This course is offered as an asynchronous online course (i.e., no live lectures) during the May interim session.


Last Half of Summer July 5th to August 3rd 

PSC 421-100 Seminar in Political Science, Staff, 9-10:45 TH 348

PSC 421-101 Seminar in Political Science, Dr. Fording, 1-2:45 TH 348
In this course we will study the contemporary history of voting rights in the United States and the
impact that election laws have had (and continue to have) on inequalities in voter participation and
representation. In part 1 we begin with an overview of the history of voting rights in America, including
an in-depth analysis of the political struggles that led to the enfranchisement of women through the 19th Amendment, racial and language minorities through the Voting Rights Act of 1965, and young people
through the passage of the 26th Amendment. In part 2 of the course, we focus our attention on the
major voting rights laws that evolved out of these struggles, focusing most of our attention on the
Voting Rights Act (VRA) of 1965 and the subsequent evolution of voting rights law that has occurred
through federal court decisions as well as revisions to the VRA made by Congress. In part 3 of the
course, we examine the impact of various election laws (including the VRA) on voter turnout, as well as
their effects on both descriptive and substantive representation. We will examine political science
research on the effects of a variety of election laws, including: state registration laws, various laws and
practices that lead to vote dilution (e.g. single vs. multimember districts), racial gerrymandering, voter
identification laws, felon disenfranchisement, various “voter suppression” practices, the role of local
election administration, and claims of voter fraud. The course should be especially useful for students
interested in careers in politics (especially voter mobilization), election administration, voting rights/civil
rights legal advocacy, and more generally, students interested in strategies to achieve social justice.
Writing proficiency is required for a passing grade in this course. A student who does not write with
the skill normally required of an upper-division student will not earn a passing grade, no matter how
well the student performs in other areas of the course.  



PSC 321 and PSC 421 Courses
 Fall 2022

PSC 321-001 Religion and American Politics, Dr. Hawley, MWF 1-1:50pm TH 22
This course examines the intersection of religion and American politics, both historically and in the present day. It considers subjects such as the role religion played in shaping America’s political culture, religion's place in debates over slavery and civil rights, the rise and fall of the Christian right, and the political consequences of growing secularism. 

PSC 321-002 Behavioral Economics, Staff, TR 2-3:15pm TH 105

PSC 321-003 Constitutional Law- Free Speech, Dr. Smith, TR 12:30-1:45pm TH 113
This course will examine freedom of expression from philosophical, legal, and political perspectives.  We will discuss and evaluate philosophical arguments for protecting freedom of expression, and arguments for regulating expression. The largest section of the course will review the U.S. Supreme Court’s interpretations of the First Amendment’s freedom of speech provision. We will also investigate contemporary issues related to freedom of expression.  Writing proficiency within the discipline is required for a passing grade in this course.

PSC 321-004 The Bramble Bush, Dr. Linken, MWF 1-1:50pm TH 113
Practical examination of law school and the practice of law, including case briefing, active learning in class, the use of precedent, and methods of advocacy.

PSC 321-005 Social Inequality, Staff, TR 11-12:15pm TH 119
PSC 321-006 Social Inequality, Dr. Black Romero, MWF 9-9:50am PRH 308


PSC 421-001 Humanitarianism, Dr. Kalaycioglu, TR 11-12:15pm TH 103
Humanitarianism has been defined, most broadly, as saving strangers. And yet, the caravans of migrants trying to cross Latin America towards safety and the boats carrying asylum seekers from the Middle East to Europe are intercepted and turned away, often before they even make it to the borders. Those who cross borders regularly find themselves in under-resourced refugee camps. What is the duty of humanitarianism to strangers fleeing war, violence and other extreme hardship? And why is the international community failing that duty? In seeking to answer these questions, the class will begin with the history of humanitarianism, its moral and ethical grounds, and its codification in international law. It will analyze concrete practices of humanitarianism, focusing on cases of failed and successful interventions and the efforts of humanitarian actors such as Doctors without Borders. 

PSC 421-002 International Orders, Dr. Kalaycioglu, TR 2-3:15pm TH 103
Russia's attack on Ukraine has once again put the future of the "rules-based international-order" or as others call it "the liberal international order" into question.  But, what is an international order? And what is the liberal international order? Have there been other international orders in the past? Lastly, if the liberal international order is collapsing, what might come after it? 

In discussing these questions, the class will: 1) Introduce students to IR debates on international orders 2) Engage with the recent discussions on the future of the liberal international order 3) Learn about historical orders like the Sinocentric order and the European imperial order and 4) Explore other imaginations, like visions of postcolonial orders.  


